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School Life 

School Type: Catholic all-girls 
school (The Loreto Education 
Trust is the patron of this school)
Student Capacity: 630 students 
Programs available: Junior Cycle, 
Transition Year and Senior Cycle 

Planning 
Original learning map for idea generation of 
unit of learning in consultation with host 
teachers 

Cross-Curricular Links:
● English- Junior Cycle English through 

Narratives/ Antidotes and methods of 
storytelling



The Unit of Learning 
❖ Year Group: 2nd year
❖ Class Capacity: 24 students 
❖ Ability: Mixed ability 
❖ Total number of lessons: 8 classes 

(1 hour classes) 
❖ Medium and planned outcome:  An A4 

accordion sketchbook experimenting 
with drawing mediums 

Aim of the Unit of Learning
Explore line, shape and form  
through an mixed medium 
accordion sketchbook 
surrounding the theme of 
narrative 

Artistic Process | Theme / 
Cross-Curricular Link | AEDP

● Working from a primary source 
Students choose a primary source, 
such as the human figure or artefact/s 
from the world around them and 
develop a realised work from this 
source Junior Cycle Visual Art - Curriculum Online 
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Managing Behaviour 
● Create good rapport with students 
● Recognising positive behaviour
● Noise management strategies 
● Seating plan 
● Welcoming students at the beginning of lesson  
● Creating and emphasising mutual respect 
● Class contract
● Hands up - for attention 
● Reward point system 

Statements of 
Learning 
❖ SOL 4
❖ SOL 8
❖ SOL 21
❖ SOL 23

Junior Cycle 
Learning 
Outcomes 

Junior 
Cycle 
Scenarios

Visual Art and Key Skills | Curriculum Online 

Statements of Learning | Curriculum Online lLoreto College Swords - Positive Behaviour Policy  

Loreto College Swords Anti-Bullying Policy 

Junior Cycle Visual Art Learning Outcomes | Oide 
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Assessment Key

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/a5e1d208-4550-4745-a9b4-177efffcd1ee/Specification-for-Junior-Cycle-Art.pdf
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/junior-cycle/junior-cycle-subjects/visual-art/visual-art-and-key-skills/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/junior-cycle/junior-cycle-subjects/visual-art/statements-of-learning/
https://www.loretoswords.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Code-of-Behaviour-Reviewed-Feb-2024.pdf
https://www.loretoswords.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Anti-Bullying-policy-2022.pdf
https://oide.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Junior-Cycle-Visual-Art-Learning-Outcomes-A3-Poster.pdf


Lesson 1 - 15/11/24
SS Artist: Rachel Simmons 

Assessment: 
● Structured 

Questioning
● Think, Pair, Share
● Group work 
● Show and Tell
● Self Assessment 

Worksheet 

Student Work 

Visual Aids 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/17AxHSmVTcVxCPN3bChtvDhBX3RU4ncsO/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/17AxHSmVTcVxCPN3bChtvDhBX3RU4ncsO/preview


Lesson 2-19/11/24

    Assessment:
● Structured 

Questioning 
● 2 stars and 1 

Wish 
● Visual Thinking 

Strategy 

Visual Aids 

Student Work 

SS Artist: 
Ian 
Sklarsky

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1IqlS4kdURS2oOFlrQH2lI57xCcVmSkER/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1IqlS4kdURS2oOFlrQH2lI57xCcVmSkER/preview


Lesson 3- 22/11/24

Visual Aids 

Student Work 

SS 
Artist: 
Sarah 
Jones 

Assessment:
● Structured Questioning
● Visual thinking Strategy
● 2 Star and 1 Wish 



Lesson 4-26/11/24

Visual Aids 

Student 
Work 

Student Group Still Life 
Compositions 

SS Artist: 
Abraham 
Van 
Beyeren

Assessment:
● Structured 

questioning 
● Think, Pair, 

Share
● Reflection 

questions 
● 1-1 feedback 



Lesson 5- 3/12/24

Student Work 

SS Artist: Abraham 
Van Beyeren 

Visual Aids

Assessment:
● Show and Tell
● 1-1 Feedback
● Structured 

Questioning 
● Verbal 

Self-assessment 



Lesson 6- 6/12/24

Visual Aids 
Student Work 

Assessment:
● Structured Questioning
● Visual Thinking Strategy 
● Show and Tell
● 1-1 Feedback 

SS Artist:Jennifer Ling Datchuk

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1mCL2s1ds8A6vdjPdK466p_NznHxLc1QQ/preview


Lesson 7- 10/12/24

Student Work 

Visual Aids 

Assessment:
● Show and tell 
● 1-1 Feedback 
● Structured Questioning 

SS Artist: 
Rachel 
Simmons 



Lesson 8- 13/12/24

Student Work 

Visual Aids 

SS Artist: Rachel 
Simmons 

Assessment: 
● Structured Questioning
● Show and Tell
● Rubric- Self-Assessment 
● Summative Teacher rubric 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/15tHaQ8CFgc04NHi9jrNmJge-2mUUvH9c/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/15tHaQ8CFgc04NHi9jrNmJge-2mUUvH9c/preview


Reflections 
Reflection of Unit of Learning Reflection of Overall School Placement 

What went well..
● Engaging Unit of learning/ relevant to CBA 1- students 

were excited and had the opportunity to explore 
● Giving the students success criteria- gave them a 

goal to work towards and they became very 
autonomous in their work 

● Theme wasn't completely lost- was happy that I kept 
developing  the theme throughout with activities 

● Development of their observational skills and critical 
thinking 

Even better if…
● Annotations- felt overall annotations could have been 

taught more in depth and with more activities 
● More variation in assessment- lots of written 

assessment at the start and verbal at the end (don't 
think this was beneficial)

● More types of drawing- cross contour etc could have 
allowed a better comprehension of form 

● Visual mind maps- try another way to generate ideas 
as I felt the visual mind maps were not aiding in the 
possibilities of the project 

● Incredible experience- being 
exposed to so many different learning 
environments and teachers aided me 
so much on my teaching journey 

● Overcame many challenges- it was a 
tough four years with many challenged 
and I learned to adapt and overcome 
them

● Built my confidence 
● Sparked a passion for SEN 
● Gave me the opportunity to 

experiment as a teacher- to trial and 
error things and made me not afraid if 
they didn't work out 

● Seen the development and 
improvement when I took on guidance 
and advice 

● Gave me an appreciation and 
hunger for learning and education 

● Made me consider the prospect of 
teaching abroad


