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Outline the key developments in Irish secondary education since 1922 and discuss one of these developments in detail.
Introduction:
The objective of this essay is to outline the key developments in Irish secondary education since 1922 and explore a key development in detail. Through the in-depth analysis of the education system since the beginning of Irish Independence there has been monumental advances in post primary education that have shaped Ireland as a whole and have increased the worth and quality of the education that the youth of today now receive. These developments began back in the early 1920’s commencing with the establishment of the Department of Education.
Development 1: Establishment of the Department of Education
 According to sources the Department of Education was established in 1921 and later the on 1st of June 1924 post-primary education came under its constituency (Coolahan,1981, p.74).

Development 2: Intermediate Act 1924 
Leading to many progressive fluctuations in the new system including the introduce of state examinations during schooling and before leaving schooling, theses were known as the intermediate and leaving certificate examinations and where categorised under a developed act from 1878 now known as the Intermediate Education Act/ Amendment Act of 1924. Under the new act a new fresh ideology of forward progressive thinking was adopted with a specific importance put of Irish language and history. It is argued that the Intermediate and Leaving certificate was “a direct consequence of the culture of terminal testing that had informed schooling in Ireland since 1870...,” (Walsh, 2011, p.21). 

Development 3: Attendance Act
On the 27th of May 1926, the School Attendance Act was passed this ensured that all children between the ages of 6 and 14 attended schooling unless excused for good reason. The Act states that if a child is absent from school the parent has a responsibility to inform the institution in which the child attends with valid reason “his parent shall as soon as possible…of such absentee communicate in writing., to the principal… the cause for such absence.” (School Attendance Bill 1925, Section 16, part 5, p. 10).

Development 4: Committee of Technical Education in 1926
 This functioned as a direct catalyst for the establishment of the Vocational Education Act of 1930, which formed proof of the development into a new modern way of thinking and educating Ireland. This expansion led to the move away from the catholic churches control over the education. As a direct result of the act the first vocational schools were set up in the Gaeltacht regions of Ireland in 1938 and aided in the reviving of the Irish language (Walsh, 2011).

Development 5: Vocational Schools  
During the 1950’s Richard Mulcahy was the Minster for Education, in which during his time as minster he reviewed the curriculum at both primary and secondary levels under the Council of Education. This review led to enormous changes in both curriculums. There were two types of curriculums in accordance with which type of institution your studies took place. Vocational schools provided a curriculum in which guaranteed preparation for a labour filled life “a poor man’s and a poor woman’s secondary schooling” (O’Reilly,2012, p. 242) or a private church ran school which focused on humanities such as Latin and classical literature. Although both institutions seen importance on different skills, they were both also shaped by the Leaving (Group) certificate syllabi. (O’Reilly,2012, p. 242).

Development 6: Comprehensive schools 
 In 1963, there was an introduction of a new type of school, as an effort to provide the children of Ireland with a “universal system of second level education available to all children” (History of ACCS) a comprehensive school, which would enable educators to “provide both the vocational and standard academic programmes in a comprehensive curriculum” (Walsh, 2011, p.23). the first comprehensive school was opened in 1966 but did not become as popular as the government had hoped for. 

Development 7: OECD report
In 1961 due to a discussion involving the “role of education in Ireland” (Walsh, 2011,p.24) a OECD Report was put forward in 1965 which discovered some monumental data for the education system in Ireland including, the need for educated people to boost the economy, the levels of inequality for ability to entre second level , the insufficient amount of students attending third level  from vocational schools and the sheer quantity of students not advancing to second level.
Development 8: Free second level education -1966
The introduction of free second level education by Donogh O’Malley in 1966, is argued to be one of the most impactful developments in Irish Education. This announcement benefited thousands of secondary school students and hundreds and thousands to come. O’Malley commented on the decision saying, “I’m a realist and I had to deal with the crying needs of our young children who thirst for education so much and so many whom cannot afford it” (RTE Archives,1966) These events have had colossal consequence and enables the children of 2021 to access free second level education without the worry of finances in a world which is restricted by capital.

Development 9: Community Schools 
The early seventies Ireland saw an advance towards an equal education model by launching the community school which were to be “non-denominational institutions, offering education and facilities to an entire community, adults as well as children” (Walsh, 2011, p.25). The community schools just like the comprehensive schools did not become as popular as the vocational schools for the reason that parents were less compelled to send their children to a non-traditional schooling setting. 

Development 10: Program for Action in Education 
The Programme for Action in Education was a policy that stressed the importance of access for everyone to education in the early eighties. It even went as far as to emphasise the modernisation of the curriculum to ensure it was “relevant to the modern world … to developments in technology and changing employment opportunities “(Walsh, 2011, p.26) the programme would help the education system to enable “all citizens to have access to an education relevant to their needs, abilities and aptitudes.” (Hussey, 1984). The programme had significant effects on the education system and was the driving force behind the new outlooks as education entered the nineties.

Development 11: Introduction of Leaving Cert Applied
The introduction of LCA -Leaving Certificate Applied in 1995 as an alternative to the traditional Leaving Certificate. The department of education says that the LCA Programme is “aimed at preparing students for adult and working life” (NCCA, Curriculum Online, Senior Cycle) This enabled students who for whatever reason do not complete the Leaving Certificate can still obtain an elevated level of academic education combined with a real-world one that prepares them for working life.

Development 12: Education Act 1998
 Additionally in 1998 the Education Act was passed. It states that everyone has the right to an education that is inclusive of needs and circumstances, ensures equality of subject, access, and emphasis the rights of parents to send their children to an institution of their choice and one which corresponds with the morals, beliefs and needs of specifically the child, including children diagnosed with special educational needs but also the parents.

In-depth Review of: Programme for Action in Education 
From examining the findings, the Programme for Action in Education is a key development in Second level education that impacted the Irish Education system in such a way that caused vast developments in curriculum, syllabi, and approach to teaching. The main principles of the programme ensured that everyone had access to education that would provide “equal opportunities for educational advancement” (Walsh,2011, p.26), to do this Minster Hussey suggested that the “system requires updating on a continued basis” ( Hussey, 1984) to ensure the structure was providing students with the most up to date education that would be adaptable to topics such as technology, employment, etc. The programme additionally brought attention to gender inequalities within the academic system including sexism and stereotyping within schoolbooks, inadequate representation of female management on school boards and curriculum boards and inequality approach projected from teachers. The Programme for Action in Education stated it would discuss with schoolbook publishers about the topic of sexism and stereotyping, would establish a system for fair representation of both male and female on boards and set up in-service days for teachers to be further educated on the damage of sexism within the classroom and how to converse in an appropriate manner (Hussey,1984). It is proposed that this programme is one of the most complex advancements in Irish education in centuries and catapulted Ireland into a more catered version of education, which applied modern intellect with traditional reasoning that Ireland tries so hard to hold on to. Students and teachers alike benefited from this amplification such examples of this are the clear influx of tailored education programmes for children’s needs such as LCA and LCVP. The Programme was phenomenally successful and continues to ensure the fair education of all within the authority on the Irish Department of Education.
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, the many key developments in Second level education since 1922 are astounding. These innovations have aided the education system to be an inclusive and welcoming place for all. The study into these developments were extremely intriguing and thought provoking due to the sheer amount of change that the system has experience over the past one hundred years all provide, the children of Ireland with a form of education that envelopes their emotional, physical, and psychological education in a way that that progresses their minds to a new innovative form of thought. By ensuring they are included, protected, and have access to a form of education that fits their moral and intellectual needs. Significantly, these developments have played a vital role in ensuring a structured progression of child development at a key time in their lives. 
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